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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



VERIFICATION OF A TRANSLATION 



I, the below named translator, hereby declare that: 



My name and post office address are as stated below; 

That I am knowledgeable in the English language and in the Japanese language, and that I 
believe the English translation of the marked portion of the attached Japanese document is 
true and complete. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all 
statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made 
are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United 
States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent issued thereon. 



Date: April 13, 2004 



Full name of the translator: 



Nigel David CROSSAN MA, MSc, 



Signature of translator : 




For and on behalf of RWS Group pic 



Post Office Address : 



Europa House, Marsham Way, 
Gerrards Cross, Buckinghamshire, 
England. 



Excerpt from the refusal decision 



Remarks 

The applicant has made amendments in the written 
amendment document dated December 16, 2003 [Heisei 15], 
and has made the points below in the written opinion of 
the same date . 

• The main characteristics of the invention 
pertaining to the subject application are that 
"users who wish to sell merchandise by auction 
can, in relation to their own merchandise which 
they wish to sell by auction, by searching for 
desired purchase information, obtain information 
beforehand about the number of people wishing to 
purchase merchandise and the desired price range 
(minimum price and maximum price)". As a result, 
it is possible to obtain the result that the 
status of the bids for merchandise which is 
displayed can be estimated to a certain extent. 

• Such a configuration is not disclosed in any of 
the cited documents disclosed, and none of them 
has the characteristics of the subject 
application. 

We are investigating this point. 

Since auctions are essentially places for smoothly 
setting prices on the basis of the conditions of supply 
and demand in the marketplace, additionally considering 
in advance such things as the conditions desired by the 
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purchasers, and making adjustments, is a matter which 
has come to be necessary for implementing smooth 
transactions and is carried out conventionally as 
required . 

For example, Japanese laid-open patent application 
H7-302287 can be cited as an example which exhibits 
such a general approach. 

Accordingly, the configuration relating to the 
claims of the subject application can be considered -not 
only to be the items disclosed in the previous reasons 
for refusal but also to be widely and publicly known 
matters or the like which it has been possible to 
obtain by carrying out additions and modifications. In 
addition, since the result which is emphasized by the 
applicant essentially lies within the scope of effects 
produced by the relevant prior art, the emphasis of the 
applicant cannot be accepted. 
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